[Reporting communicable diseases, a choice and an obligation].
Surveillance means collecting data for action. Local, cantonal and federal actors are critical partners in disease control. There is evidence that the quality of notifications should continuously be improved. The retrieval of missing information increases the workload of the system of notification at all levels and slows down the response. By law, the diagnosing physician and the head of the laboratory are responsible for the transmission of data to the FOPH, while the cantonal health authority oversees their quality. The law on epidemics doesn't leave it up to physicians and laboratories whether to notify or not: notification is mandatory and sanctions are foreseen in the law against violators. However, the quality of the reporting system would preferably remain a matter of professionalism rather than coercion.